
 

FAECAL CONTAMINATION 
 

Groups of Faecal Organisms that can be tested for 

       
 Coliforms 

 
 

E coli  
(general –non-

pathogenic) 

The collective terms for a number of families 
of bacteria that indicate poor hygiene 
practices: 

1. Do not necessarily cause illness 
2. Ferment lactose (milk sugar).  
3. Produce gas 
4. Destroyed by pasteurisation 
5. Exist in the bowels of all humans and 

animals 
6. EC/853/2004: <100 cfu/ml 

         
Indicators of 
poor hygiene 
 

Enterobacteriaceae Generally, wider intestinal bacteria used for 
indicating hygiene post heat treatment, 

 Pathogenic Pathogenic  
E coli 

eg. VTEC O157, 
026, 104, STEC 

 
Presence considered tobe harmful to 
health or fatal.  
Legally required to be withdrawn from 
market 

 
 

THE FAMILY TREE OF FAECAL CONTAMINATION 
 

Enterobacteriaceae 
 Violet Red Bile GLUCOSE Agar 

EC/2073/2005 
 Illegal in pasteurised liquid milk  

Process Hygiene Criteria: for non-fermented products and where counts are expected to be low 
       
 
                              COLIFORMS 
 
 
eg. Klebsiella   Citrobacter    Enterobacter      E.coli                                                                              
 
 
  
  VTEC (EHEC)                                                                STEC 
  (Verocytotoxic or Enterohaemorrhagic E. Coli)                               Shigella Toxin E Coli 
             Pathogenic 
 
    

    O104         O26              O157: H7 
 
 



 


